
Winter Storms & Extreme Cold
Preparation Importance & Procedures

Disclaimer: This is a general resource from the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.
Please contact FEMA, GEMA, or your local EMA for official guidance for your region.

Georgia winters are usually mild, but rare snow, ice, or deep-freeze events can cause major
disruption. Even minor storms here create outsized impacts due to limited snow-removal
equipment and driver inexperience.

    2022 Arctic Blast: Burst pipes across the state caused ~$100M in insured losses.

    2014 “Snowmageddon”: Only 2–3 inches of ice gridlocked Atlanta, stranding commuters.
 
Bottom line: A single winter event can halt operations, damage property, and endanger
employees. Preparation limits losses and speeds recovery.

Risks & Costs

    Utilities: Ice storms down power lines which can lead to multi-day power outages. Frozen
    pipes can cause water mains to burst which result in boil advisories for businesses and
    residents.

    Business Impacts: Burst pipes or extended loss of power force business closures and loss
    of revenue.

    Ag Impacts: Hard freezes can damage crops & livestock and cause ripple effects
    throughout the supply chain.

Why Preparation Matters

Seasonal Preparation: Each Fall

Winterize plumbing: Insulate exposed pipes/sprinkler lines, especially in ceilings or
exterior walls.
Service heating systems: Schedule professional maintenance; test backup systems.
Know water shutoffs: Identify and train staff on quick shutoff procedures.
Install monitoring tech: Temperature and leak sensors, auto shutoff valves where
possible.

Standard Preparedness Procedures
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Seasonal Preparation: Each Fall (cont.)

Secure supplies: Stock salt/sand; pre-arrange snow removal contractor.
Review insurance: Confirm coverage for burst pipes, roof collapse, and business
interruption; note policy conditions (e.g., minimum indoor temperature).
Update contacts: Vendors, employees, utilities, and insurance broker.

72–24 Hours Before a Forecast Event

Confirm operating status (closure, staggered shifts, or remote work).
Pre-position salt/sand and snow-removal equipment.
Increase heat settings; open cabinets or drip faucets in vulnerable areas.
Top off generator fuel; check batteries and emergency lighting.
Send staff advisories on schedules and road safety.

During Event

Confirm operating status (closure, staggered shifts, or remote work).
Pre-position salt/sand and snow-removal equipment.
Increase heat settings; open cabinets or drip faucets in vulnerable areas.
Top off generator fuel; check batteries and emergency lighting.
Send staff advisories on schedules and road safety.

Post-Event: First 72 Hours

Inspect facilities for leaks, roof stress, or utility issues.
Document all damage with photos and invoices.
Contact pre-arranged restoration contractor; initiate drying/dehumidification.
File insurance claims promptly; ask about emergency advances.
Communicate reopening timeline to employees and customers.

Standard Preparedness Procedures
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