
 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 | Georgia Freight Depot, Atlanta 

 
10:30 AM Registration Opens 

11:00 AM Welcome 
Chris Clark, President and CEO, Georgia Chamber of Commerce  
Grant Cagle, Executive Director, Georgia Economic Developers Association 

Video Remarks 
Governor Brian P. Kemp 

  State of Economic Development  
  Pat Wilson, Commissioner, Georgia Department of Economic Development 
 
  Georgia’s Competitive Edge:  
  Leadership Perspectives on Economic Development 
  Pat Wilson, Commissioner, Georgia Department of Economic Development 
  Lauren Curry, Chief of Staff, Office of Governor Brian P. Kemp 
  Moderator: Stuart Countess, President, Kia Georgia, Chair, Georgia Chamber  
 
  Takeaways & Framing the Discussion 

Chris Clark, President & CEO, Georgia Chamber of Commerce  
 
12:35 PM Lunch & Tabletop Discussions  
 

Turning Opportunity into Investment: Local Perspectives on Georgia’s Growth 
Jason Dunn, Executive Director,  
Fitzgerald-Ben Hill Economic Development Authority 
Niki Vanderslice, President & CEO, Fayette County Development Authority 
Moderator: Stacy Watson, Chairman, Georgia Economic Developers Association, 

 Director, Economic & Industrial Development, Georgia Ports Authority  
 

1:30 PM Adjournment 


