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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is the Coolest Thing Made in Georgia program?

The Coolest Thing Made in Georgia is an exciting program designed to celebrate
and showcase the incredible talents of Georgia-based companies. This innovative
competition invites business owners, manufacturers, makers and creators from
across the state to enter their products into a competitive bracket, where they will
go head-to-head in a series of rounds determined by public voting.

The Georgia Chamber and the Coolest Thing Made in Georgia program aims to
highlight the innovation, craftsmanship, and entrepreneurial spirit of Georgia. We
have a lot to be proud of, from our small businesses and makers to our large
manufacturers, to businesses designing the next new product that hasn’t hit the
market yet. This friendly competition provides a unique platform for companies &
entrepreneurs to gain recognition, connect with new audiences, and inspire while
iNnstilling pride in local businesses and manufacturing excellence. Join us in
celebrating the Coolest Thing Made in Georgia.

How does the CTMIG contest work?

« Nomination Phase: This phase is open to all Georgia businesses with consumer
products made in Georgia. Final approval of nominees will be at the discretion
the Georgia Chamber of Commerce.

- Bracket Competition: Thirty-two nominated products will be placed into a
knockout-style bracket. Each round will feature head-to-head matchups between
products, with the winner advancing to the next round.

« Public Voting: The outcome of each matchup will be determined by public
voting on the official Coolest Thing Made in Georgia website. Enthusiasts,
customers, and supporters from across Georgia and beyond can vote for their

CRESENTED BY favorite products, generating buzz and excitement for the competition. In each
Finnacle round, voters may cast one vote per day in every active matchup
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How does the CTMIG contest work? (cont)

« Social Media Engagement: Entrants are encouraged to promote their
participation and rally votes through creative social media campaigns. This
engagement will boost their chances of winning while enhancing brand visibility.

« Final Round & Winner Announcement: The final round will take place after four
rounds of intense competition. The product crowned as the Coolest Thing Made
INn Georgia will be announced at the Georgia Chamber’s Congressional Luncheon
on August 5, 2026, in Athens, GA with celebrations continuing across the
Georgia Chamber’s social media platforms. Click here for a full prize list.

What are the eligibility requirements?

Nominations are open to the public and are not restricted to Georgia Chamber
members. We encourage everyone to submit their favorite thing made in Georgia.
Any consumer/business products made in Georgia are eligible for the competition.
A company does not have to be headqguartered in Georgia to participate, but it must
have a registered Georgia business license.

If @ nomination does not meet the above criteria or our team is unable to reach the
main contact listed, it will not be entered into the contest. Due to time constraints,
we are not able to notify the contestants if they are deemed ineligible.

The bracket will be randomly generated with eligible nominations on a first-come,
first-served basis.

All approved competitors will be notified via email by the Georgia Chamber from

the address “coolestmade@gachamber.com”.
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When and where will the winner be announced?

The winner will be announced at the Georgia Chamber’s Congressional Luncheon on
August 5, 2026, in Athens, GA.

Can | nominate my own product?

Yes, we welcome self-nominations! Please see the nomination application here.

Can | nominate someone else?

Yes, you may nominate your favorite product or your friend’s product. Please give us
as much information as possible on the nomination form. Please see the nomination
application here.

How many times can | vote?

In each round, you may cast one vote per day in every active matchup on the
Coolest Thing Made in Georgia website.

Can | link people directly to a specific matchup?

Yes! Our new mobile friendly voting system for 2026 supports direct links to
specifics matches. To get your link, simply add “/#match-X” into the end of a given
F. I , round’s URL using the number of the match you want to link to.

““]ace E.G. - www.gachamber.com/poll/round-1/#match-2
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